29 AUGUST 2021 – XXII WEEK O.T. [B]
“From within people, from their hearts, come evil thoughts, unchastity, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, licentiousness, envy, blasphemy, arrogance, folly. All these evils come from within and they defile."
When the Pharisees and the scribes approach around Jesus, it is Satan who approaches through their presence. They are true instruments of devil to tempt Jesus so that he falls into the traps they always spread on his way. When one hands life over falsity, lie, darkness, evil, sin, devil, one always battles with light, justice, holiness, love, simplicity of the Law of the Lord. Darkness hates light. If then the scribes and the Pharisees moved to Jerusalem, then the officers of evil arrive before Jesus. They come to pass all life of Jesus under scrutiny with infernal rules. They must find evil in it. If they do not find him against the Law of Moses, interpreted by them according to their wicked heart, they will find it starting from their laws, that are laws not for the salvation of man but for their ruin. If they do not find it, they are even ready to invent it. The officers of evil put themselves in observation and see that some of the disciples of Jesus eat food with impure hands, namely not washed. It is a serious offence to their tradition.
It always urges to operate a most subtle distinction between the Law of God and the law of men. The Law of God always obliges. The law of men obliges if it is conform to the Law of God and its actualization in history. It never obliges if it is against the Law of God or indifferent to it. Moreover, no man has the right to make laws for other men. The power to legislate is only of God. It is up to man, instead, to teach and to make the Law of God actual. No man might never legislate against the Law of God and every law of men must be only actualization of the Law of the Lord. The tradition of the elders has nothing in common with the Law of God. It is human statute. When a man writes laws against the Law of God or that are not only actualization of the divine Law, he might never write laws of truth for man. He will always write laws against man. Laws of oppression, never of freedom.
If the disciples are wicked disciples, it is because the Master teaches them wicked things. He sees that they transgress the tradition of elders and he stays silent. Can a master stay silent when he sees that the law is transgressed? He has to intervene. Jesus defends himself from the accusation using the prophet Isaiah. Honouring God with lips is easy. Honouring by writing one’s own laws is easy, too. Honouring Him with heart, with perfect obedience to his law requires commitment. The heart of the scribes and of the Pharisees is far from the Lord for they do not act, do not walk, do not relate to the most pure Law of their God and Lord, but to their traditions. The only worship the Lord wants is the obedience to his Law written on the two Tablets of stone. If this Law is disregarded, ignored, transgressed, one might do nothing for the Lord. The precepts of men are of men, not of God. If they are of men, they cannot be pleased to the Lord, also because they are a substitution of the Law of God.
Let us read the text of Mk 7,1-8.14-15.21-23
Now when the Pharisees with some scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered around him, they observed that some of his disciples ate their meals with unclean, that is, unwashed, hands. (For the Pharisees and, in fact, all Jews, do not eat without carefully washing their hands, keeping the tradition of the elders. And on coming from the marketplace they do not eat without purifying themselves. And here are many other things that they have traditionally observed, the purification of cups and jugs and kettles (and beds).) So the Pharisees and scribes questioned him, "Why do your disciples not follow the tradition of the elders but instead eat a meal with unclean hands?" He responded, "Well did Isaiah prophesy about you hypocrites, as it is written: 'This people honors me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me; In vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines human precepts.' You disregard God's commandment but cling to human tradition." He summoned the crowd again and said to them, "Hear me, all of you, and understand. Nothing that enters one from outside can defile that person; but the things that come out from within are what defile." From within people, from their hearts, come evil thoughts, unchastity, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, licentiousness, envy, blasphemy, arrogance, folly. All these evils come from within and they defile."
The Pharisees and the scribes not only disregard the Law of the Lord. They elude it. They put their laws above and in substitution of the Law of Sinai. The Commandments are excluded, only the tradition of men remains. The tradition of men takes the place of the Law of the Lord. It substitutes it in all and for all. When there is substitution of the Law, there is also substitution of God. One substitutes the Law of God when man takes the place of God. The scribes and the Pharisees are placed themselves on behalf of God. Since they made themselves God, they take the law of God away. Even these days, man made himself God. He removed both two Tablets of the Law. The traces of some commandments do not even exist anymore. One even comes to think that one has to abrogate the Law of God so that man can consider himself man. The Law of God makes man not man. While man becomes man if he cancels, abrogates, takes the Law of God away from his existence. One divorces so that man is man. One aborts so that the woman is a woman. One destroys the marriage so that man and woman can express themselves according to their own instincts. One abolishes Christ since he reminds the true God.
Jesus summons the crowd. He does not want just one to listen, but everyone. Not just one has to understand, but everyone. The Word of God is given to man, who is creature of God. If he is creature of God and God speaks to his creature, this one can understand. But he will understand if he wants to. If he does not want to, there might never be true and full comprehension. Here is what the crowd has to understand: ‘Nothing that enters one from outside can defile that person; but the things that come out from within are what defile’. Food does not defile a man, a word does. No food can defile a man before God and before men. Washing or not washing hands does not defile a man. The Pharisees and the scribes are not pure before God because they wash their hands before eating. They are pure if they observe the Word of God. They are not pure since they come to Christ Jesus with bad intentions. The bad intention is inside man and it is turned into bad, wicked, calumniating word. A man of a wicked word is also of wicked heart. When a heart is wicked, man is impure, he can even wash his hands seven times per minute. This is the reason why the crowd has to listen and to pay every attention to understand.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Every man has two serious obligations. The first obligation wants the man to empty the heart of all the bad things that are inside him. The impure heart must become pure heart, the heart of darkness must become heart of light, truth, justice. The second obligation wants every man to put every attention so that the bad things never enter his heart. The vigilance to this must be extreme. One must never fall into the temptation of Satan. But there is a third obligation. Once these bad things entered, man must pay every attention not to make them come out. With the help of the Holy Spirit, he must commit himself to make them die little by little. For this reason, it urges a serious walking of personal ascesis that must come up to the elimination even of the smallest venial sins. His life must be all in accordance with the Law of Christ Jesus, according to his Gospel. The Word of Jesus is clear: since these things, because of our corrupted nature by sin, are already in the heart, one must work so that they are all taken away. This work is uninterrupted. One can bring it to fulfilment only with the powerful grace of God and with the Holy Spirit growing in us. It helps the maintenance of the senses a lot. Mother of God, Woman of most pure heart, help us be free from impurities of heart and mind.
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